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to the small station of Tel ash Shahrn, between Maan
and Mudawara.
Greatly to my disappointment I found that I was
not to command this force after all. Various
reasons were given for this : the Indian machine-
gunners had not yet got back from Azraq, so that
my Indian Army experience was no longer required;
I had been sent for to do Lawrentian stunts, not to
command British units ; my knowledge of the
language made me more useful with the tribes ; and
so on. But the fact was that Dawnay was getting
tired of only doing staff work at Cairo and wanted a
little fun for himself, and who shall blame him ?
I was to be attached to the force as liaison officer
with my old friend Matlaq of the Beni Atiya, who
had promised to bring a contingent of his tribe to
co-operate. The duties of liaison officer were not
very clearly defined, but I gathered that I would
ride with the Bedouin and presumably join in the
camel charge, or whatever it might be, which would
finally annihilate the Turkish garrison. I managed
to conceal my alarm at the prospect of being
involved in Bedouin operations so soon, and meekly
accompanied the reconnoitring party which set out
across the mud-flats on the 12th April under
Dawnay's efficient command.
There was nothing haphazard about Dawnay's
arrangements. Everything was done on the most
approved Staff College lines. The subordinate
commanders and the prospective liaison officer were
conducted with every circumstance of military
precaution to the summit of a rocky hill from which
they looked down upon the line and the doomed
station. Gun sites, times for aeroplane co-opera-
tion, lines of approach for armoured cars, successive